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FICTION 
Archer, C.J. The watchmaker’s daughter 
India Steele is desperate. Her father is dead, her fiancé took her inheritance, and no one will employ her, 
despite years working for her watchmaker father. Indeed, the other London watchmakers seem 
frightened of her. Alone, poor, and at the end of her tether, India takes employment with the only person 
who'll accept her - an enigmatic and mysterious man from America. A man who possesses a strange 
watch that rejuvenates him when he's ill.


K.L. Armstrong The life she had 
Celeste Turner has a woman living in her shed. A woman who is definitely not supposed to be there. The 
local police, however, are ill-inclined to help. Celeste is a newcomer to a region of rural Florida. It doesn't 
matter that her family is originally from the area or that she returned to nurse her dying grandmother. All 
the locals see is a city girl who swooped in to secure her inheritance, a rundown house in need of 
extensive repairs. Celeste needs her new life to work, and this woman is a threat to that.


Kate Atkinson Shrines of gaiety 
In a country still recovering from the Great War, London is the focus for a delirious nightlife. In Soho 
clubs, peers of the realm rub shoulders with starlets, foreign dignitaries with gangsters, and girls sell 
dances for a shilling a time. There, Nellie Coker is a ruthless ruler, ambitious for her six children. Niven is 
the eldest, his enigmatic character forged in the harsh Somme. But success breeds enemies.


Fredrik Backman The winners 
Two years have passed since the events that no one wants to think about. Everyone has tried to move 
on, but there’s something about this place that prevents it. The residents continue to grapple with life’s 
big questions: What is a family? What is a community? And what, if anything, are we willing to sacrifice 
in order to protect them? As the locals of Beartown struggle to overcome the past, great change is on 
the horizon.


Ann Cleeves The rising tide 
Another in the Vera series. For fifty years a group of friends have been meeting regularly for reunions on 
Holy Island, celebrating the school trip where they met, and the friend that they lost to the rising 
causeway tide five years later. Now, when one of them is found hanged, Vera is called in. Learning that 
the dead man had recently been fired after misconduct allegations, Vera knows she must discover what 
the friends are hiding, and whether the events of many years before could have led to murder then, and 
now.


Joy Fielding The housekeeper 
Jodi Bishop's the breadwinner, a top-notch real estate agent. Her husband, Harrison, once had big 
dreams but now he's a middling writer who resents his wife's success. Jodi's father, Vic, now in his late 
seventies and retired, is a very controlling man. His wife, Audrey, was herself no shrinking violet. But 
things changed when Audrey developed Parkinson's ten years ago, and Vic retired to devote himself to 
her care. But while still reasonably spry and rakishly handsome, Vic is worn down by his wife's 
deteriorating condition. Exhausted from trying to balance her career, her family, and her parents’ needs, 
Jodi starts interviewing housekeepers to help care for Audrey and Vic. She settles on Elyse Woodley, an 
energetic and attractive widow in her early sixties, who seems perfect for the job.


Jamie Ford The many daughters of Afong Moy 
Dorothy describes herself as Washington’s former poet laureate, channeling her dissociative episodes 
and mental health struggles into her art. But when her five-year-old daughter exhibits similar behaviour 
and begins remembering things from the lives of their ancestors, Dorothy believes the past has truly 
come to haunt her. Through an experimental treatment designed to mitigate inherited trauma, Dorothy 



intimately connects with past generations of women in her family. As painful recollections affect her 
present life, Dorothy discovers that trauma isn’t the only thing she’s inherited. A stranger is searching for 
her in each time period.


John Grisham The boys from Biloxi 
Keith Rudy and Hugh Malco grew up in Biloxi in the sixties and were childhood friends, as well as Little 
League all-stars. But as teenagers, their lives took them in different directions. Keith’s father became a 
legendary prosecutor. Hugh’s father became the “Boss” of Biloxi’s criminal underground. Keith went to 
law school following in his father’s footsteps. Hugh preferred the nightlife and worked in his father’s 
clubs. The two families were headed for a showdown, one that would happen in a courtroom.


Anne Hellerman The tale teller  
Joe Leaphorn may have retired from the Tribal Police, but he finds himself knee-deep in a perplexing 
case involving a priceless artifact. Joe’s been hired to find a missing biil, a traditional dress that had 
been donated to the Navajo Nation. His investigation takes a sinister turn when the leading suspect dies 
under mysterious circumstances and Leaphorn himself receives anonymous warnings to beware - 
witchcraft is afoot.


Colleen Hoover It starts with us 
Lily and her ex-husband, Ryle, have just settled into a civil coparenting rhythm when she suddenly 
bumps into her first love, Atlas. After nearly two years separated, she is elated that for once, time is on 
their side, and she immediately says yes when Atlas asks her on a date. But her excitement is quickly 
hampered by the knowledge that, though they are no longer married, Ryle is still very much a part of her 
life—and Atlas Corrigan is the one man he will hate being in his ex-wife and daughter’s life.


Sophie Irwin A lady’s guide to fortune hunting 
Kitty Talbot needs a fortune. Or rather, she needs a husband who has a fortune. Left with her father’s 
massive debts, she has only twelve weeks to save her family from ruin. Kitty has never been one to back 
down from a challenge, so she leaves home and heads toward the most dangerous battleground in all of 
England: the London season.


Serena Kent Death in Provence 
It’s love at first sight when Penelope Kite sees Le Chant d’Eau, the stone farmhouse tucked high in the 
hills above the Luberon valley, complete with a garden, swimming pool, and sweeping mountain vistas. 
For years, Penelope put her unfaithful ex-husband and her ungrateful stepchildren first. Since taking 
early retirement from her job in forensics at the Home Office in England, she’s been an unpaid babysitter 
and chauffeur for her grandchildren. Now, she’s going to start living for herself. Though her dream house 
needs major renovations, Penelope impulsively buys the property and moves to St. Merlot. But 
Penelope’s daydreams of an adventurous life in Provence didn’t include finding a corpse floating face 
down in her swimming pool.


Thomas King Sufferance 
Jeremiah Camp, a.k.a.  the Forecaster, can  look into the heart of humanity and see the patterns that 
create opportunities and profits  for the rich and powerful. Problem is, Camp has  looked one too many 
times, has seen what he hadn’t expected to see and has come away from the abyss with no hope for 
himself or for  the  future. So Jeremiah does what any intelligent, sensitive person would do. He runs 
away. Goes into hiding in a small town, at an old residential school on an Indian reserve, off the grid, 
where he feels safe at last. Except nobody told the locals that they were to leave Jeremiah alone.


Ann Mah Jacqueline in Paris 
In August 1949 Jacqueline Bouvier arrives in Paris to begin her junior year abroad. She’s twenty years 
old, socially poised but financially precarious, and all too aware of her mother’s expectations that she 
make a brilliant match. Before relenting to family pressure, she has one year to herself to explore and 
absorb the City of Light. But beneath the glitter and rush, France is a fragile place still haunted by the 



Occupation - a nest of spies, suspicion and deception. Jacqueline is stunned to watch the rise of 
communism, never guessing she is witnessing the beginning of the political environment that will shape 
the rest of her life and that of her future husband.


Nadine Matheson The binding room 
When Detective Anjelica Henley is called to investigate the murder of a popular preacher, she discovers 
a second victim, tortured and tied to a bed in an upstairs room. He is barely alive and his body shows 
signs of a dark religious ritual. With a revolving list of suspects, Henley finds herself in the spotlight with 
more questions than answers as she attempts to untangle both crimes.


Charlotte McConaghy Migrations 
Franny Stone has always been the kind of woman who is able to love but unable to stay. Leaving behind 
everything but her research gear, she arrives in Greenland with a singular purpose: to follow the last 
Arctic terns in the world on what might be their final migration to Antarctica. Franny talks her way onto a 
fishing boat, and she and the crew set sail. But as Franny’s history begins to unspool, it becomes clear 
that she is chasing more than just the birds.


Ian McEwan Lessons 
When the world is still counting the cost of World War II and the Iron Curtain has closed, eleven-year-old 
Roland Baines's life is turned upside down. Two thousand miles from his mother's protective love, 
stranded at an unusual boarding school, his vulnerability attracts piano teacher Miss Miriam Cornell, 
leaving scars as well as a memory of love. Now, when his wife vanishes, leaving him alone with his tiny 
son, Roland is forced to confront the reality of his restless existence.


Sue Moorcroft A Christmas gift  
The festive season always brings the little village of Middledip to life. But since her ex-boyfriend walked 
out, leaving her with crippling debts, Georgine’s struggled to make ends meet. To keep her mind off her 
worries, she throws herself into organizing the Christmas show at the local school. When handsome Joe 
Blackthorn becomes her assistant, Georgine’s grateful for the help. But there’s something about Joe she 
can’t quite put her finger on.


Celeste Ng Our missing hearts 
Twelve-year-old Bird Gardner lives a quiet existence with his loving but broken father, a former linguist 
who now shelves books in a university library. Bird knows to not ask too many questions, stand out too 
much, or stray too far. For a decade, their lives have been governed by laws written to preserve 
“American culture” in the wake of years of economic instability and violence. To keep the peace and 
restore prosperity, the authorities are now allowed to relocate children of dissidents, especially those of 
Asian origin, and libraries have been forced to remove books seen as unpatriotic, including the work of 
Bird’s mother, Margaret, a Chinese American poet who left the family when he was nine years old.


Maggie O’Farrell The marriage portrait 
Florence, the 1550s. Lucrezia, third daughter of the grand duke, is comfortable with her obscure place in 
the palazzo: free to wonder at its treasures, observe its clandestine workings, and devote herself to her 
own artistic pursuits. But when her older sister dies on the eve of her wedding to the ruler of Ferrara, 
Modena and Reggio, Lucrezia is thrust unwittingly into the limelight: the duke is quick to request her 
hand in marriage, and her father just as quick to accept on her behalf. Having barely left girlhood behind, 
Lucrezia must now enter an unfamiliar court whose customs are opaque and where her arrival is not 
universally welcomed. Perhaps most mystifying of all is her new husband himself, Alfonso. Is he the 
playful sophisticate he appeared to be before their wedding, the aesthete happiest in the company of 
artists, or the ruthless politician before whom even his formidable sisters seem to tremble?


Linda Olsson Sister in my house 
Maria and Emma have not seen each other since their mother's funeral two years ago. But now, Emma 
has come to visit Maria at her house in Spain, an unsettling intrusion on Maria's quiet and solitary life. 



Over six days in the seaside town, the sisters cautiously recount the years of their separate adult lives. 
Their walks through the quiet town and evening talks on the terrace reveal almost more than Maria can 
deal with, until finally, the sisters confront their unspeakable family history.


James Patterson 21st birthday  
When young wife and mother Tara Burke goes missing with her baby girl, all eyes are on her husband, 
Lucas. He paints her not as a missing person but a wayward wife until a gruesome piece of evidence 
turns the investigation criminal. While  Chronicle  reporter Cindy Thomas pursues the story and M.E. 
Claire Washburn harbours theories that run counter to the SFPD’s, ADA Yuki Castellano sizes Lucas up 
as a textbook domestic offender who suddenly puts forward an unexpected suspect.


Nick Petrie The wild one 
Losing ground in his fight against post-traumatic claustrophobia, war veteran Peter Ash has no intention 
of getting on an airplane until a grieving woman asks Peter to find her eight-year-old grandson. The 
woman's daughter has been murdered. Erik, the dead daughter's husband, is the sole suspect, and he 
has taken his young son and fled to Iceland for the protection of Erik's lawless family. Finding the boy 
becomes more complicated when Peter is met at the airport by a man from the US Embassy. For 
reasons both unknown and unofficial, it seems that Peter's own government doesn't want him in Iceland.


Jodi Picoult Mad honey 
Olivia McAfee knows what it feels like to start over. Her picture-perfect life in Boston, married to a 
brilliant cardiothoracic surgeon, raising her son, Asher, was upended when her husband revealed a 
darker side. She never imagined she would end up back in her sleepy New Hampshire hometown, living 
in the house she grew up in, and taking over her father's beekeeping business.


Lily Campanello is familiar with do-overs, too. When she and her mom relocate to Adams, New 
Hampshire, for her final year of high school, they both hope it will be a fresh start. And for just a short 
while, these new beginnings are exactly what Olivia and Lily need. Their paths cross when Asher falls for 
the new girl in school, and Lily can’t help but fall for him, too. With Ash, she feels happy for the first time. 
Yet at times, she wonders if she can she trust him completely.


Lizzie Pook Moonlight and the pearler’s daughter 
Western Australia, 1886. A boat makes its passage from London to the shores of Bannin Bay. From the 
deck, young Eliza Brightwell and her family eye their strange, new home. Here is an unforgiving land 
where fortune sits patiently at the bottom of the ocean, waiting to be claimed by those brave enough to 
venture into its depths. An ocean where pearl shells bloom to the size of soup plates, where men are 
coaxed into unthinkable places and unspeakable acts by the promise of unimaginable riches. Ten years 
later, the pearl-diving boat captained by Eliza’s eccentric father returns after months at sea without 
Eliza’s father on it. Whispers from townsfolk point to mutiny or murder. Headstrong Eliza knows it’s up to 
her to discover who, or what, is really responsible.


Karen Rose Say goodbye 
For decades, Eden has remained hidden in the remote wilds of the Pacific Northwest, “Pastor” keeping 
his cult's followers in thrall for his personal profit and sexual pleasures. But the Founding Elders are 
splintering, and Pastor's surrogate son DJ is scheming to make it all his own. When two of Eden's 
newest members send out a cry for help, it reaches FBI Special Agent Tom Hunter, whose friend and 
fellow FBI Special Agent Gideon Reynolds and his sister, Mercy, are themselves escapees of the Eden 
cult, targeted by the Founding Elders who want them silenced forever. The three have vowed to find the 
cult and bring it down, and now, they finally have a solid lead.


Wilbur Smith Storm tide 
1774. Rob Courtney has spent his whole life in a quiet trading outpost on the east coast of Africa, 
dreaming of a life of adventure at sea. When his grandfather Jim dies, Rob takes his chance and stows 
away on a ship as it sails to England, with only the family heirloom, the Neptune Sword, to his name. 



Arriving in London, Rob is seduced by the charms of the big city and soon finds himself desperate and 
penniless. That is until the navy comes calling and Rob is sent across the Atlantic on a ship to join the 
war against the rebellious American colonists. But on the other side of the Atlantic, unbeknownst to Rob, 
his distant cousins Cal and Aidan Courtney are leading a campaign against the British. 


Emma Straub This time tomorrow 
On the eve of her 40th birthday, Alice's life isn't terrible. She likes her job, even if it isn't exactly the one 
she expected. But her father is ailing, and it feels to her as if something is missing. When she wakes up 
the next morning she finds herself back in 1996, reliving her 16th birthday. But it isn't just her adolescent 
body that shocks her, or seeing her high school crush, it's her dad: the vital, charming, 40-something 
version of her father with whom she is reunited. Now armed with a new perspective on her own life and 
his, some past events take on new meaning.


Martin Walker The caves of Perigord 
A package arrives for a young American woman working in a London auction house. Brought by a British 
officer, it contains a 17,000-year-old fragment of a cave painting left to him by his father, a former World 
War II hero. The fragment, significant and stunning in itself, is also the key to the existence of an un-
known cave that may be more important in the history of art and human creation than the world-famous 
one at Lascaux. It triggers a storm of publicity and commands the attention of the French authorities all 
the way up to the President of the Republic, who seems to know more about the painting's origins than 
anyone else.


Beatriz Williams Our woman in Moscow 
In the autumn of 1948, Iris Digby vanishes from her London home with her American diplomat husband 
and their two children. The world is shocked by the family’s sensational disappearance. Were they 
eliminated by the Soviet intelligence service? Or have the Digbys defected to Moscow with a trove of the 
West’s most vital secrets?


Stuart Woods Skin game 
When Teddy Fay receives a freelance assignment, he jets off to Paris on the hunt for a treasonous 
criminal. But as Teddy unearths more information that just doesn't seem to connect, his straightforward 
mission becomes far bigger and stranger than he could imagine. The trail of bread crumbs leads to 
secrets hidden within secrets, evildoers trading in money and power, and a global threat on an 
unprecedented scale.


Hanya Yanagihara To paradise 
In an alternate version of 1893 America, New York is part of the Free States, where people may live and 
love whomever they please or so it seems. The fragile young scion of a distinguished family resists 
betrothal to a worthy suitor, drawn to a charming but penniless music teacher. In a 1993 Manhattan 
besieged by the AIDS epidemic, a young Hawaiian man lives with his much older, wealthier partner, 
hiding his troubled childhood and the fate of his father. And in 2093, in a world riven by plagues and 
governed by totalitarian rule, a powerful scientist’s damaged granddaughter tries to navigate life without 
him and solve the mystery of her husband’s disappearances.


NON-FICTION 
Henry Hemming Agents of influence: a British plot, a Canadian spy, and the secret 

effort to bring America into World War II 
The story of the British spies who set out to draw America into World War II. As World War II raged into 
its second year, Britain sought a powerful ally to join its cause but the American public was sharply 
divided on the subject. The Canadian-born MI6 officer William Stephenson, with his knowledge and 
influence in North America, was chosen to change their minds by any means necessary.




Sonia Purnell A woman of no importance: the untold story of the American spy 
who helped win World War II 

In 1942, the Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission: "She is the most dangerous of all Allied spies. We 
must find and destroy her.” This spy was Virginia Hall, a young American woman, rejected from the 
foreign service because of her gender and her prosthetic leg, who talked her way into the spy 
organization deemed Churchill's "ministry of ungentlemanly warfare," and, before the United States had 
even entered the war, became the first woman to deploy to occupied France. At a time when sending 
female secret agents into enemy territory was still strictly forbidden, Virginia Hall came to be known as 
the "Madonna of the Resistance," coordinating a network of spies.


William C. Rempel The gambler: how penniless dropout Kirk Kerkorian became the 
greatest deal maker in capitalist history 

The rags-to-riches story of one of America’s wealthiest and least-known financial giants, self-made 
billionaire Kirk Kerkorian, the daring aviator, movie mogul, risk-taker, and business tycoon who 
transformed Las Vegas and Hollywood to become one of the leading financiers in American business. 
He never put his name on a building, but when he died he owned almost every major hotel and casino in 
Las Vegas. He envisioned and fostered a new industry, the leisure business. Three times he built the 
biggest resort hotel in the world. Three times he bought and sold the fabled MGM Studios, forever 
changing the way Hollywood does business.


Jacqueline Winspear This time next year we’ll be laughing  
Jacqueline Winspear's memoir tackles family issues like her paternal grandfather's shell shock, her 
mother's evacuation from London during the Blitz, her soft-spoken animal-loving father's torturous 
assignment to an explosives team during World War II, her parents’ years living with Romani Gypsies; 
and Jacqueline’s own childhood working on farms in rural Kent, capturing her ties to the land and her 
dream of being a writer at its very inception.



